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Reason for Procedure 
 
Kirkwood Community College believes in providing students, faculty, staff, volunteers and the 
community an educational environment free from harassment, abuse and violence. Acts of abuse 
interfere with a person’s right to safety, to receive an education, and to work in an environment free 
from violence. Furthermore, Kirkwood strives to protect the well-being of every child and dependent 
adult visiting Kirkwood’s campus and/or participating in a Kirkwood sponsored off-campus activity. 
Kirkwood has adopted this procedure to provide guidance to Kirkwood employees regarding the 
reporting requirements of suspected physical or sexual abuse of a child or a dependent adult.  

The Procedure 
 
This procedure applies to all Kirkwood employees concerning all activities and programs on the 
Kirkwood campus or at a Kirkwood sponsored off-campus activity, or other events that are otherwise in 
the scope of the employee’s employment responsibilities. A Kirkwood employee must report any case of 
suspected, actual or directly witnessed child or dependent adult abuse to Campus Security with no 
exception, both orally and in writing. Employees, in addition to notifying Campus Security, may also 
report suspected Child or Dependent Adult abuse directly to other law enforcement entities. 

A phone call or in-person description of the incident to Campus Security (319-389-1774) satisfies the 
oral requirement. The oral reporting should occur as soon as possible, however, such oral reporting 
should be made within 24 hours of the observation or knowledge of abuse.   

A silent witness report from Campus Security satisfies the written requirement. The report should 
contain as much of the following information as possible: 

• The names and home address of the child/dependent adult and the child’s/dependent adult’s 
parents or other persons believed to be responsible for the child’s/dependent adult’s care. 

• The child’s/dependent adult’s current whereabouts. 

• The child’s/dependent adult’s age. 

https://www.kirkwood.edu/site/index.php?p=16760


 
 

• The nature and extent of the child’s/dependent adult’s injuries, including any evidence of 
previous injuries. 

• The name, age and condition of other children/dependent adults in the same household. 

• Any other information that you believe may be helpful in establishing the cause of the abuse or 
neglect to the child/dependent adult. 

• The identity of the person or persons responsible for the abuse or neglect to the 
child/dependent adult. 

• Your name and address. 
 

Some Kirkwood employees are also considered mandatory reporters under state law and, therefore, 
may have additional duties and obligations for reporting and training under certain statutes and 
regulations. This procedure does not affect any duties or obligations that any mandatory reporter may 
have in reporting abuse or undertaking required training under any other applicable statute or 
regulation.  

Any uncertainty about whether reporting is required should always be resolved in favor of making a 
report. Furthermore, if an employee sees a child or dependent adult in imminent danger on campus or 
at a Kirkwood sponsored off-campus activity, the employee shall immediately call 911.  

Retaliation by Kirkwood against persons filing a report under this procedure or for assisting in the 
investigation following the filing of a report is strictly prohibited. Failure to adhere to this procedure will 
result in disciplinary action up to and including termination of employment. 

 
Definitions 
 

Term Definition 

Child  A person under the age of 18. 

Abuse 

Includes any non-accidental physical injury as the 
result of the acts or omissions of a person 
responsible for the care of the child or dependent 
adult, as well as any sexual abuse.  

Dependent 
Adult 

A person 18 years of age or older who is unable to 
protect the person's own interests or unable to 
adequately perform or obtain services necessary 
to meet essential human needs, as a result of a 
physical or mental condition which requires 
assistance from another, or as defined by the 
department of human services.  

Sexual 
Abuse 

Any sex act between person by either of the 
persons when the act is 1) performed with the 
other person by force, against their will, by 



 
 

consent via threats of violence, or if the act is 
under the influence of a drug inducing sleep or 
other state of unconsciousness 2) such other 
person is suffering from a mental defect or 
incapacity wherein such defect precludes giving 
consent and 3) such other person is a child; any act 
of incest; any sexual exploitation of a minor 
wherein a sex act is preserved in any medium, 
promoted in any way, or purchased or possessed. 
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